Michael D. Conners
January 5, 1941 - January 20, 2021

Michael D. Conners, age 80 years, passed away at his home in Covington, KY on
Wednesday, January 20, 2021. Beloved son of the late J. Daniel and Margaret (nee
Sweeney) Conners. Dear father of Tom (Priscilla Ross) Niederhelman. Loving grandfather
of Kaylee Niederhelman. Devoted brother of Paul Conners and Tracy (Bradley) Peterson.
Dear uncle of Robin (Matt) Steffen, Justin (Amanda) Peterson, Rebecca Peterson and
great uncle of Oliver Steffen and Morgan Peterson. Mike was a graduate of the University
of Cincinnati College of Design, Art and Architecture and worked at Kenner Toys after
receiving his degree. From 1978 until his passing, he owned and operated the iconic
Highland Coffee House in Clifton, which continues to serve generations of students and
patrons now for over 43 years. A memorial service will be held at a later date.

Comments

“

Paul, Tracy and Robin...much much sympathy and many condolences. Mike was a
great addition to this world and I will truly miss him..Great conversations and some
amazing experiences. He is much loved and missed.

Nancy Karlen - January 29 at 03:13 PM

“

A good friend, a great boss, a wonderful housemate—he will be missed
Curtis Bowman

Curtis Bowman - January 28 at 10:36 AM

“

I’m so sorry to hear of Mike’s passing. I hung out at the Highland from the late 90s
through the mid-2000s. What a special, welcoming, offbeat-in-all-the-best-ways
space Mike created. A real home away from home for me, a place for even those of
us who didn’t necessarily want to fit in anywhere could feel community and
belonging. I spent a lot of nights sitting outside and inside, chatting with Mike about
who knows what. He seemed to know something about everything, and he was a
great conversationalist—a good listener as well as a thoughtful talker. I know he will
be missed by so many. The Highland has touched so many lives—my husband and I
met there, and we’re still together 20 years later. Love to his family and friends. I’ll
raise a cup of good coffee to Mike tomorrow morning.

Kathryn McHugh - January 27 at 09:01 PM

“

Mike was a wonderful friend when I spent time in Cincinnati in 1985/86. Lovely
memories of late nights in his garden watching lightening bugs and having
philosophical discussions. He will be missed far away in Norway. Rest in peace old
friend.

svein Stavelin - January 27 at 05:10 PM

“

I’ve never had a boss quite like him and I bet I never will again. I won’t forget the
hours of conversation spent before opening the Highland as long as I live. He
created something truly unique when he opened that place: a study hall, a
conversation pit, a refuge for the artists, weirdos and intellectuals of the city to gather
over a cup of coffee or a beer. He’s touched a lot of lives and won’t soon be
forgotten.

Gwyneth Lynn Ravenscraft - January 26 at 09:58 PM

“

Mike created an iconic coffeehouse that will never be forgotten. I spent many happy
hours at Highlands playing cards, drinking coffee, and even met my husband there.
I’m so very sad he had passed on but I will always remember him and love his
legacy, Highlands.

Jennifer - January 26 at 06:06 PM

“

I frequented the HCH many, many nights while I was a grad student at CCM from '78-'80.
Split time studying music history and sharing wonderful conversations with Mike and the
regulars there. There wasn't another place like it. Will miss him and cherish the memories
made there.
Kim T. Trytten - February 20 at 03:46 PM

